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President’s Corner

Happy New Year! This is the time of year when, like most
people, I make promises to myself about what I can do to
make me a better person. Maybe this year I will go to the
gym more, or eat healthier. Usually these resolutions last a
month or two before the old habits creep their way back in.
That can happen in our business too. We look forward with
optimism of the upcoming year and what we are going to
do differently in our business. More often than not tend to
fall back into the same old routine. If you are looking to
make some changes in your business this year I would
encourage you to attend our monthly membership
meetings. We try very hard to make the meetings fun and
educational. It is a great forum to socialize (and sometimes
sympathize) with other REALTORS® as well as with our
affiliates. It’s a nice time to network and you might just
learn something too! Make a commitment to yourself to get
involved in the local association more in 2012.. And before
then I will be heading off to the gym to work off those
Christmas cookies that I didn't need but really, really
wanted!

Adam Poehlman
President
Ozaukee REALTORS® Association

Freddie Cuts Some Refi Credit
Score Requirements

-Continued from page 2

"Not only is this an issue of fairness, but applying
these measures to higher equity borrowers makes good
business sense," wrote Sens. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif.,
and Johnny Isakson, R-Ga., who led the letter.

Fannie and Freddie refinances spiked in September,
according to the FHFA. More than 263,700 GSE
mortgages refinanced that month, up from 197,000 the
month before. It was the highest total since March.

But the overwhelming majority of refinances came on
high-equity loans. Of the refinances in September,
only 35,000 had LTVs above 80%.

Roughly 4 million Fannie and Freddie loans are
underwater.

Still Haven’t Made Your 2012
Dues Payment?

The time is fast approaching when MLS service will
be turned off for non-dues payment, but you still
have a few more days to avoid disruption of this vital
service.

If you still need to pay your dues, please keep in
mind that as of December 15th, 2011, a late fee of
$50 must be added to the dues payment a the time
the payment is made.

For your convenience, the Ozaukee REALTORS®
Association accepts VISA and MasterCard for dues
payments. Can’t make it into the office? Simply call
Jared and pay your dues using your credit card.

Continuing Education
With 2012 just beginning, it seems strange to be
talking about it ending, however, the end of 2012
marks the end of another Biennium, which means
you must complete the mandatory CE classes and
renew your license. The schedule for ORA sponsors
sessions will soon be available. Help us to keep our
local dues low by taking your classes through your
local Association!
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GET READY! Ice Dam Season

Winter season means freezing temperatures, which can create a hazardous condition in and outside your home. Learn about
ice dam safety and find valuable tips to keep you and your family safe. An ice dam is a ridge of ice that forms at the edge of
a roof and prevents melting snow/water from draining off the roof. Ice dams can form when as little as 1 or 2 inches of
snow accumulates on a roof and if the snowfall is followed by several days of sub-freezing temperatures. Ice dams develop
as snow on the upper part of the roof melts. Water runs down the roof slope under the blanket of snow and refreezes into a
band of ice at the roof's edge creating a "dam." Additional snow-melt pools against the dam and eventually leaks into the
building through the roof or roof trim. Often the problem occurs because of a warm attic and improper ventilation. Ice
dams can damage shingles, rot wood and damage interior walls and ceilings. When damage from ice dams occurs, have the
structure inspected as soon as possible by an experienced restorative drying specialist. This allows trapped moisture to be
detected and dried before it creates serious problems.

Tips to prevent ice dams:

· The best protection against ice dams is a properly designed "cold roof." Minimizing heat gain in the attic while maximizing
attic ventilation with outside air is the best way to reach this goal.

· Stop air leaks by sealing gaps in drywall and cracks around light fixtures. This reduces the amount of heat entering the attic
through the ceiling.

· Unplug/replace blocked soffit vents. This improves attic ventilation
and allows warm air to quickly escape outside.

· Clean gutters and downspouts so melted snow can drain easily.

· Remove snow from the roof before it melts with a roof rake
or similar tool. (Note: this will only be effective if you rake all
the way to the roof edge and by removing all potential snow melt.)

Matt Nelson
President
American Advantage Insurance -Nelson Agency, Inc.
www.americanadvantage.com
Phone 262.284.4211 or Fax 262.284.1866
PO Box 305; 229 N Franklin St

Thank You to those who served on the Holiday Party
Committee as well as to those who donated Gift Baskets

to help raise money for the Ozaukee REALTORS®
Association’s Community Outreach Fund. Between the
Basket Drawing and 50/50 Drawing, we raised $520 for

the Fund!


